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An EXxcelle
Eagle’'s'Nes

BARELY AN HOUR’S FLIGHT NORTH OF
ORLANDO - BUT STRICTLY BY INVITATION
ONLY - EAGLE’S NEST IS A VERY SPECIAL
AIRPARK, AS DISCOVERED.

eneral Aviation magazine peanut-shaped lake, and the houses
recently examined the and hangars hidden beneath oak
growth of airparks in the trees, it is a pilot’s dream.

USA. At the last count there were John and Julie Fetcko chose to

dbout 640 in the continental U:

each year between five to ten new

ones open, With great weather and

plenty of flat land, Tex nd Florida

are the most popular locations for

dirparks. Florida, the Sunshine

State, hosts more than 70 and there

is little doubt that Eagle's Mest, in

Putnam County, is one of the most

unusual. With its grass strip and

retire to Eagle's Mest ten years ago,

and their enthusiasm hasn't waned
one bit. "It is very rare for an
airpark to have both a 3,200ft
grass runway and a licensed
seaplane base, or even water
access” said Julie, "Consequently,
we have flying, seaplane activities,
boating, waterskiing, and fishing
all at the same location! This has
attracted a very diverse group of
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Abave: Eagle’s Nest has
bath a 3,2001t grass
runway and a licensed
seaplane base. (All
Frédéric Lert)

Balow: The biggest
aircraft based at Eagle's
Nest is the Grumman
Albatross cwned by
Jahn and Julie Felcko.




pilots and unigue aircraft.”

The Fetckos own two very impressive
aircraft - they have a North American
T-28 in the hangar, and a Grumman
Albatross on the apron. The Albatross
is by far the biggest aircraft on

the field, which also hosts a CJ&
Nanchang, a Waco YMF, a rare Tiger
Math on floats and a shiny Stinson
'Flying Station Wagon'.

A strong international flavour can be
found at Eagle's Nest, with a German
couple flying a Jungmeister, and four
British couples. Europeans living in
Florida on a part-time basis enjoy the
warm, dry winters, and a great sense
of freedom when flying their private
aeroplanes.

The airpark currently has 15 houses
and the maximum will be reached in

a few years’ time with 24 houses on
30 different plots. "People buy one
ar two plots and build their house
when they retire and move here"
explained Julie. “The size of Eagle’s
Mest is important, in that it keeps the
community close knit and involved in
everyday operations.”

Jim Goolsby, a retired airline pilot
and one of the current pilots of the
‘Collins Foundation® B-24, was also
among the first to build a house at
Eagle's Mest. That was 15 years ago.
In his hangar, a superb CJ-6 NManchang
in Chinese air force colours is always
ready to take to the air. "People
choose to live on an airpark because
they can fly whenever they want,” said
Jim. "You don't have to drive to the

The Albatross was designed in 1944
to replace the Grumman Goose, It
first flew in 1947 and of the 464

built, around 30 or so are still in use
around the world, mainly in the Us.
The Fetcko aircraft first flew with

the USAF, logging several Combat
SAH missions during the Korean

War, It was then turned into an anti
submarine aircraft with a search radar
in the nose, a retractable Magnetic
Anomaly Detector (MAD) under

the tail and bomb racks under the
wings. The Fetckos bought it from

an |daho plane dealer in the early
1990s. It took five years and 15,000
working hours to turn the military
HU-16B ASW into an incredible

flying motorhome with a bathroom,

a kitchen, a bedroom and a living
room. The Fetckos use the Albatross
to tour the US during summer. Called
‘Albatross Lady' (actually Julie's
nickname, as she must be the only
woman currently flying this type of
aircraft) the aircraft is a familiar sight
at American air shows.

airport, there is no time limit, and no
curfew, You just pull your aircraft out
of the hangar and go flying.”

Another reason for the growth in
airparks is that private owners often
have a hard time trying to find a
hangar at a regular airport. "You stay

" Florida Is a great place
to fly fioatplanes.



Former airline pilot Willie Gerdes was
bomn in South Africa and now lives in the
UK, but spends half the year at Eagle's
Mest where his Tiger Moth on floats is
based. According to Willie, there are
pnly two of this type flying in North
America. The aircraft was manufactured
in 1941 and shipped to South Africa
where it was used to train pilots with the
British Empire Training Scheme. Willie
bought it in 1959 with the ambition of
putting it on floats, finally achieving this
in 1997, In the meantime he and his
family moved to the UK, where flying

a floatplane is a rather more complex
affair. Consequently the Moth was then

shipped to Florida, where it is now based.

on a waiting list for years and years,
then you pay $500 to 51000 per
month when you finally find a place,”
added Jim, “in the long term, it's
definitely cheaper to live here, You
can work on your aircraft whenever
it suits you. Some airports have
very strict rufes which prevent you
from waorking on your aircraft in
the hangars.”

Doug Vayda, one of the few non-
retired residents at

the airpark, agrees,

Sales director for

Southeast Aero (an

American distributor

of Extra alrcraft), he is also an
enthusiastic pilot, qualified mechanic
and inspector.

"Eagle's Mest is a dream come true
for me. To live and fly at the same
place was my ideal and | visited
quite a few airparks in Florida
befare falling in love with this one,
Somebaody told me there was a
house for sale - | came and said
‘O, I'll take it""

Doug's hangar houses a superb
Waca YMF with a 275hp Jacobs

engine, belonging to his father,
a former pilot with the USAF
Thunderbirds display team. Doug
hates driving to work. Maost of the
time, he flies there in the Scout
or the Waco - a 15-minute flip as
opposed to an hour's drive,
On the south side of the field, Ray
is one of the airpark’s most active
pilots. Every morning, he pushes
his high wing Searay onto the grass
strip and fires up
the 120+-hp Jabiru
engine before going
tor a short flight
in the early light,
immensely enjoying his amphibious
ultralight in this state of a thousand
lakes, Maost of the time his friend
Bob, another happy Searay owner,
joins him and they fly together.
The field is not open to general
traffic. Access is by invitation
only, though every member of the
community can invite friends to fly
in. There is no curfew on the runway,
which remains open 24 hours a day.
The runway lighting is activated by
radio contral on 122.85.

Willie Gerdes' Tiger

Moth is cne of only twe |
fiaat-equipped DH.825

In North America.
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Above: The Florida
summer is very

hot and huemid, and
the 32001t grass
runway and laxiways
must be mowed
three fimes a month.

A former airline pilot, Jim Bennett
came to Eagle's MNest with his wife
when he retired, in the late 1980s
They first owned a Piper Arrow and a
B55 Baron, the latter being replaced
by a B5E pressurized Baron. A few
years ago, the Baron was sold and Jim
bought a 1948 Stinson with a 165hp
Franklin engine. “One of the most
beautiful high wing taildraggers from
the immediate post war period, it is
a very comfortable aircraft for private
and business flying, with excellent
flying characteristics,” claims Jim.
"However, it would be a bit optimistic
to take off at the maximum weight of
2,/4001bs in the summertime.”

Jim logs around &0 hours each year
with his aircraft just flying locally. “I
stopped flying cross country when |
50ld the Baron,” he added. "Now we
fly with the commercial airlines, like
everybody else.”

Managing the airpark is the
responsibility of a five-member board
elected by members of the airpark
association. Buying a plot means
you automatically become a member.
Then come the dues...

“The main expenses are related

to the runway and the insurance,”
explained Julie. “We run the airpark

with an annual budget of US 525,000.

Almaost hall of this sum goes towards
the maintenance of the grass runway
and the taxiways. In summertime,
when the weather is very hot and
humid, the grass must be mowed
three times a month, at a cost of
US5400 each time, while insurance
costs the community US $5,000 per
year” Eagle's Mest's 24 plot owners
each make an annual contribution of
just over 51,000,

If the budget is the first hot topic
on the board’s agenda, the second
concerns housing.

"In each community you need to
have rules, strict or lax,” said Jim.
“Some airparks have very restrictive
rules and they look very nice.
Others are too relaxed and they
look like a dump with trailers, wrecks
and tin-roof hangars. | think we are
well balanced here, with common-
sense rules.”

The minimum size of houses at
Eagle’s Mest is 1,500sq ft (150m),
The hangar must be full-size and no

tin hangars are allowed. And it is also
forbidden to live in a mabile home

or in a trailer; you need fo have a
house and a housing committee has

The Yak 18 was a tandem two-seat
taildragger, which first flew at the
end of World War Two. In 1955, Yak
proposed a modernized version with
tricycle landing gear, which was

built under licence in China by the
Manchang Company from 1955 to
1958 and called the CJ-5. 1n 1962
China switched to a more powerful
version called CJ-6. More than 1,800
Manchang CJ-65 were built in less
than three years and hundreds
were exported. Like many other
Westerners, Jim describes the CJ-6
a5 an inexpensive warbird, easy to
maintain and to fly




In Doug Vayda's hangar, there is a
superb Waco, as well ag his Bellanca
Scout. “The Waco belongs to my Dad,”
explained Doug. “It's the second one
we have owned in the family. With the
first we did some aerial work, but with
this ene, we only fly above beaches,
with the family restaurant’s name
painted under the wings.” With its
275hp Jacobs engine, the Waco cruises
at 90kts and burns 60LtTr. A 190t
tank gives it a 300-mile range. It used
to have a wooden propeller, but is
now fitted with a new metal Hamilton
Standard constant speed propeller.

“It gives the sircraft more thrust,
which means a faster take off - and it
sounds nicer,” said Doug.

to approve every project. If an-owner
violates the rules, the board.can
impase afine, and if thafine s not
pald; the community can put & lert'on
the house, If things really turn:ugly
and the llen lsn't pald, the guarrel
can.end up n ecurt and the member
forced to.pay U or sell thelrhause to
rapay the.community,

GRASS OR CONCRETE?
another hot topic at any airpark s
the rupway. Some individuals want a

runway Is perfectly usable” said Jim.
“On the other hand, the sprinkiers
make the grass mare robust.
Without the sprinkiers, the grass
could become dry In wintertime and
easily torn up when you apply brakes
omlanding.”

Dne last word about the
n&rqhhnurhuqd. The ciosest town

I5 Grescent Clty, six miles td the
east, Eagle's Nest [s rather remote
and the mosk numerous population
Inthe:nelghbourfiood must be the

grass runway; some “THE MAIN alllgators, with
becauso theythink it - EXPENSES ARE 5800 o
will increase the value m%ulm‘éénn Putnam ci:unti,i

oftheir proparty,
However, a hard runway would cost

at least USS1S0000, At Eagle's Nest,
the majarity still favours the grass
runway, although that could change

in the future, A decision was made.
by the'board a'couple of years ago o
install sprinklers; to wet the runway
during the-dry winter-seasan: The soil
I5 sandy and drains quickty when It
rains hard in the summer,

“Fitteen minutes afterablg rEin, the
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lakes. Howevar, this
remoteness means there are vary
few complaints about noise from' the
nefghbours.

“| can remember two complalnts:
ini5 years" sald Jim. “Andihey wers
triggerad by visiting alreralt during a
flyein 'we hiad on the flefd. 'We invited
the'complaining nelghbours over for a
visit and we toock-them:for a flip above
the County, Since then we have nmﬁ

This beautitul Waco
YM=F5C 1 town by
Douq ¥ayda and cened

had any further proklem.” try his father.
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