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Albatross on the wing

Cherry Poalmer
Cantrihifar

/ Riitle 5a 6 war machine by 1he U S jpovernment
i 1951, the Grammiman IL-168/A5W Albatross
hamges & 68 feo) widygspan, mascimanm welghl S
pacity of 35455 peands and specds of 235 mph
With {ts pwa propellers driven by Ld=haorses
rh'\-'\m'r Fhigites, the plnn-r' wEmipils 20 I'r-\'.-1 10 inches

hielght mid can land in oocan waters with up o
five-foat sras

Jabini and Julle Feteko own and pllat one of about
fdasen wech mschines @il in service, As aseprch
bl pepcie plane osed Quring te Korean War, the
Abatrass anved the lves of myore than 1,000 Unki-
il Matlons perstnnel strooded In enemy walers,
Tha Fetcko's plade hns been converted bito el

prersanal malar home,

The Fetcko's Albatross can peacli 170 kiols in
Wee mir (195 mph) midd abeout B0 knols i waber,
e plane peeds & mbsliowm of Bioes Teal o wa
far In which to lind becsuse of Uie Jdiall, Acoaind-
hingg T Julie, "Whon the sbecraft lads on wiler, &
mbnboy of one peibe s prefes rod, Adihreugly ihar
alrcralt lands i & shofter distence, U take ol
an water hes incressed dragg war ol aw Bl
therefore, demanding more le

Except for three to lour moaths oul of e year,
the Feicke's make thetr homo sl Eagbes Nesl
Asrodrome and Seaplane Base, which s lecat-
ed i Highway 308 bobween Cresceint City aind
Fruitland. Approxhinately 25 vosn ape, David Gar-
Ber, a Pan Aaserican seaplane cagdain, develugeed
e dnitial abrplase Lol site for B anl his Pan

MAan brienils.

Eagrles Muvsl Avcwdroane, leensed by the FAA
@il the YT covers approsimately 100 peres of
pivalely wwise! bk, which in mmmagped (117
Eagles Mesl Hinnoowwner's Assarciation. OF the 24
Tadidorwmmern, 15 licoees exind ool eoch has afrploase
Dnpargenn m, Sl un 20-fmal Jeep Lake Esielle, Tu-
Hiar pawym, “H's widgue becaase i hll huil l s
spaplane base aml o grass runway,”

Wilien muked abo er firsl haberest 1n Py,
Talie rescalls Bving svars el mmd wlnaging o
winbesl, Sl was o = chililren aml the
clavpliter of a Bapl e alse worked
g survoyur in enler bo se wle bnrge Lacndly,
Thar cxnslesl I.m-ulvrﬂ uu snarising Hikile un'lplnrru

5-55 Albutmu- uH paqu AB

b

{phate by Cherry huH‘.i

The abiove Albatross, Mown b Jolio aod Julle Fedoko oul of the Bggle’s Nost Avrodrome and Seaplane Base, is ooe of abawei o dugen such
planes sl fn servive. These plaes were oree sl for searcl amd reseee doring the Korean Wen fo the insed phate, Tohe aond Julle Feoslin
rlnl.ﬂ'r frenrme r!u m.lqiir elaarway of thefr Cromirenen Afbatross,

Aross fompg Al | smile from o

Wl the winner peceiving  sensbled lis plane ol wasn
able o il e ohigation.™
Nevertheless, Julie's  [ather
rapdsed the rede hod disas-  "saved enough mosey o buy

nLI.-YIII.I-cAIII-EnT
SRR

n parplane ride, Julie won;
owever, "Lhe gentlenan who
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Four milas south of the bridge + Hwy 17 « 386-326-11
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PRESCRIPTION

* (hoven
* Wheelehairs

* Nebulizer & Meds

# Hospital Beds

WE HAVE A FULL TIME RESPIRATCRY THERAPIST OM STAFF
LIFT CHAIRS NOW IN STOCK

CPAP/BIPAP Services
&5 Monday through Friday

me @ ride i small pirglioe
wilh mn mstrsctor”

The Felckos oarriesd in
1977, amd Jolio wanted (o be a
pilit. They owned an engineer-
ing and manufscturing come
pany in Gainesville, Geargia
Ax the business prospered,
the caaple became fnancially

SHOP

ahble For Jolus jo albiain his pi-
lot's Beepse in 1087, In 1901,
Jufie wims mble to seeure her
initznl pikol’s license,

Today, anly four wanes in
the world are rated to fy the
albatross. Julie was the thind
woman o receivee the afla:
tross rating, which she got in

Welaka Clinic

invite you and
a guest to an

Open House at
Welaka Clinic

1798, John has the same rai-
Ingg i middition 1o hoving his
nstrument rating,

The couple lesves Emgles
Nest bnomind-June each year
and rebierns the fral part of
Detober. Julie says, “John
mapages the air wlow pclel
ule throngh the Interoet. He

ATTENTION PEOPLE WITH MEDICARE:

determines our travel direc-
tlon nnd schedule through
the summer months,” For ex-
nmple, “In 2008, we [lew the
abrplane wp throngh north
Michdgan, es oot Doaggh
the Waalinglon slale aren,
where we purlicipated in the
Tr-City Water Follies,” e
lazres Julie,

The tri<ity area bvolves:
Pasco, Richland. and Ken-
newlck aleng the Columbia
River, which have held the
unlimited hydroplane (boat)
races since 1990, a/k/a the
Bafwelser Columbia  Cop.
In 205, bath Julic and John
“perlormed the intermission
show with touch nnel goes,”
which wns the first time for
n semplone to lomd in the Co-
hembda Biver for tis event.

Last year. the Fetckos
gpent their summer menthe
antemling air alvews i Indi
ana, norithern Michigon, up
stale New York, Maine and
Conada. Julle s currenthy
commarting 1o Lake Wales 1o
assist & developer In planning
a flydn park. The same devel
aper hay had his sies set on
n fwture (v fncility in Costn
Kivm, Pechigm anly the Allia
tross knows where i will Iy
mixl,



