Seaplane

COMETINUED FROM
Spdaak-In 6f Lake Parleer.

Dkt in the United States
for use In submarne warfare,
the Albatross was shipped
fo Morway as part of a MNATO
aacliangie and evealuzlly made
illld'\ll\'a;.I I Chike. U ko

matil.

The couple bought ihe plane,
wvalupsl mt  ohoui & L
three years ago  from  the
man  who  flow the famous
souplnne for the credios of “Fanim-
wy likand,"”

{¥es, than ~“tha plana, the
plane ™)

The imterior of the Alhairoes
hioslda semis for |3 peopie

st this Fotelona plan 1o remevs
tham s6 they ean insendl & msd-
arn refrigerator, sleTes equkp-
meent and m gallay.

John Petcko in an inventor
and = mechanical enginéer
whoe has o mode a0 lucrative
living dréeaming up odhesives
and nowwoven [berd, some of
welibly dinadle Ueily weay inle Bobsy di-
ApHE,

The cvuple recunily suld ihair
business, based on Felcko's in-
vendions, and wre semi-relined

“We want to fly and enjoy it
while we have our health,” she
wnid

Thelr wmnll dag, "Widgnon,
named  for  amether  Grume
man  seaplane, travals  with
them

"Ha's our mascor"™ Julke Fetclo
mmid,

The c<ouple have no child-

Ton.

Both Fetcked aie pllots —
Jobiiin  fer 12 years, - Julie
Tor wighi. And they [y the plane 1o
geiher.

{Inwmmnnll r ulu.llun.ll re
mire two pilots for an mne
ﬂul wlxhj: mare Ihurr l;.]ﬁl:l
pounds

“Wa bath hove our jobs 10 do,”
Johay Fotch said. *One Mios, the
wibier loohs after the engines amd
things like that. We ca IhumI!.H
lot  duties and the nonpllo
dutfes."

Bath sald the Alhstross fles
well

Jiille Fetekn anld s sankor 10
handle than any of the amaller
planes she's flown,

“I's so heavy," she sald, =You
always know what it's going 1o

The down wide of (hal & gas
Eridlmagn,

The Ablaatross lrizlcds 1,000 gal-
kms, bul burns 110 gallans per
e whlle flying

“k eowts us o fortone, but we
enjoy 0, Julle Feteblin snid

The Bigped difference berween
Innding & plane on water and on
a tradithonal ranway is the unpre-
dictahility of maring conditiond
and e wide space for
Towcldrwn,

“Walwr's  wlways  changing.”
Jubin Felche sadd, “There's sougly
wiler, imamth waler.”

He snid Lake Mead provided
the worst waler conditinns i
which the Friclins have lunded

*There warn 38-knor winds
snd 4-foon woves, whiteeaps,” ha
LGN

The Albaross came theough
line.

“Inr just feln 15e o oot moving
through real roagh water,” ho
wnlel

And thera are Baneflte 16 warar
|anskimgn.

“Whan thare's & [UAWaY,
s » nAarrow  SErp that you
hove 6 hit™  John Fécka
gaid, =l can land oul hére Gn
the lake almost  snywhens
ad long we 'm polnied o Uhe
Wi,

And vnce Linbed, the Felckos
know, the Albalress can mishe
quiter & houssbamt

al

Young Pilot and

Dot-Com Whiz Is

Aiming High for
Success

By RICK ROUSOS

The Lodger

LAKELAND |
ost 16-vear-olds spend
their time begping for the |
car keys. Jamail Larkins
goes for the controls of
something a little more

fashy,

Larkins, apilot from Au-

gusta, Ga., flies a lot.

When he isn't flying, gerting
straight A’ in high school or act-
ing as a spokesman for the EAA |
Young Eagles, he runs his own

business, Larkins Enterprises.

He sells flight training books and
videos, and other merchandise
from his Web site (www.Jamail-

Larkins.com).

To top it off, Larkins is modest, |

PLEASE SEE TEEN, B3

W Fiy-in co-chaman looks
forward to retirement.
pace BS
B Fly-In scheduls,
pagt B
B (rash victims honored with
memorial &t Fly-in.
pace BS

mﬁm&wm
John and Julie Felcko sit in the cockpit of their 1951
Grumman HU-16 Albatross at Thursday's Splash-In,

John and Julie Fetcko, who live near Crescent City, leave
the Splash-In at Lake Parker in Lakeland in their seaplane,

Dioi Malingri of Italy meneuvers his Flying Inflatable Boat
above Lake Parker Park on Thursday at the Splash-In.

Couple Plan
To Travel

Yacht'

By BILLY TOWNSEND
Tre Lacigar

LAKELAND — When
John and Julie Fetcko
sy (hey have a summer
house on a lake, they
mean if,

Literally,

Built in 1951, their
Grumman HU-16 Alba-
tross seaplane once hunt-
ed submarines in the US,,
Norwegian and Chilean
militares.

Now, as a sort of
girborne Winnebago, it
spaks — and lands upon—
vacation spots.

Last year, it was Maine
—the year before, Lake
Mead in Arizona

This year, wherever they
go, the Fetckos plan to
stiry In the belly of their
Albatross, L

“We're converting it
mte a flying yacht so
we can fly il around
instead of buying a sum-
mer home,” said Julie
Fetcko, who splils
piloting duties with her
hushand,

The Fetckos, both
40, flew the Albatross
to Lakeland's Sun 'n
Fun Fly-In from their
actual home at a pilot’s
enclave near Crescent
City in North Florida.

With a wingspan of
98 faet b inches, the
Albatross loomed over
about three dozen other
seaplanes Thursday at the

PLEASE SEE SEAPLANE, BS




